
CITY OF GROSSE POINTE FARMS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

OCTOBER 11, 2021 at 7:00 P.M. 
 

A regular meeting of the City Council for the City of Grosse Pointe Farms was held at City Hall, 90 
Kerby Road and called to order at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, October 11, 2021, by Mayor Louis Theros. 

Present: Mayor Louis Theros, Mayor Pro Tem Joe Ricci, Councilmembers James C. Farquhar, John 
J. Gillooly, Beth Konrad-Wilberding, Neil Sroka and Lev Wood. 

Absent: None. 

Also Present: Shane Reeside, City Manager, Derrick Kozicki, Assistant City Manager & City Clerk; 
Debra Peck-Lichtenberg, Director of Finance and Operations; Daniel Jensen, Director of Public 
Safety; John Hutchins, Deputy Director of Public Safety; Matthew Baka, Director of Public Service; 
and William T. Burgess, City Attorney. 

Mayor Theros led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Council considered the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on September 13, 
2021.  

Mayor Theros motioned to approve the Minutes of the Regular City Council Meeting held on 
September 13, 2021. Motion carried. 

Farquhar motioned, Sroka seconded to temporarily adjourn the City Council and reconvene 
as the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 
VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 

Wood motioned, Konrad-Wilberding seconded to postpone the Public Hearing to consider a 
dimensional variance for 89 Lake Shore Road to allow the installation of a sculpture in the 
required front open space until November 8, 2021. Motion carried unanimously. 
 
The Board of Zoning Appeals held a Public Hearing to consider a dimensional variance for 
74 Moran Road to allow the construction of an addition that extends into the required rear 
open space. 
 
Claudia Shannon, purchaser of 74 Moran and Christopher Blake, Owner of the Blake Company and 
general contractor for Ms. Shannon were present for the variance request. 
 
Christopher Blake gave a presentation regarding the variance request on behalf of the applicant 
Claudia Shannon. He stated that the practical difficulty needed for the variance request originates 
from the way the lots were split. The applicant needs to remodel the home so that it has a first floor 
master bathroom with a handicap accessible bathroom. Additionally, the existing kitchen is not the 
size of a modern kitchen and needs to be enlarged. 
 
Gillooly informed the applicant that he would prefer that the applicant answered the questions 
directly on the Board of Zoning Appeals application instead of writing “see attached”. 
 
Wood stated that the provided plans failed to show surrounding properties. 
 
Sroka stated, for the benefit of the audience, that the only reason the variance is requested is because 
a portion of the proposed second floor extends 6ft into the required rear yard setback.  
 
Wood informed the applicant that a letter was submitted by Charles Reagan of 81 Moran Road 
which raised concerns about construction schedule and parking. 
 
Mr. Blake stated that the project should take 6 months and the construction vehicles will abide by 
ordinances when parking. 
 
Theros asked Mr. Blake what the facade construction material will be. 
 
Mr. Blake stated that construction materials will include hardie board siding and brick veneer. 



 
President Theros opened public comment at 7:25 p.m.  
Frances Twiddy, 72 Moran Road restated the concerns about the proposed construction from her 
letter to the Board of Zoning Appeals.  
 
Frances Twiddy asked how tall the building would be. 
 
Mr. Blake stated shorter than the surrounding two story homes in the neighborhood. 
 
Frances Twiddy stated that she disagrees with the City’s Planning consultant that the proposed 
construction is consistent with the character of the neighborhood. 
 
Frances Twiddy stated that she believes she will lose privacy because of the proposed construction 
because of the height of the second floor window. 
 
President Theros closed public comment at 7:35 p.m. 
 
Ricci motioned, Gillooly seconded that the appeals application submitted on September 24, 2021 by 
Chris Blake on behalf of Claudia Shannon for the construction of a building addition to the existing 
home be granted thereby authorizing the issuance of a building permit to construct a structure that 
encroaches into the required rear setback by 6 feet.  
 
To reach this decision, we have reviewed Matt Baka’s memo dated October 4, 2021, the Applicant’s 
Appeals Application dated September 24, 2021, the detailed review letter from McKenna dated 
October 4, 2021 and the Applicant’s comments tonight. 
 
Potential factual findings indicate strict application of the Zoning Ordinance would result in a 
practical difficulty for the user of the property due to: 
 
This being a very unique property that was part of a larger lot that was subdivided into 4 parcels 
over 40 years ago.  Most of the ribbon properties in the area were divided into 2 lots not 4 parcels. 
 
The variance is in harmony with and serves the intent and purpose of the Ordinance because: 
 

1. The variance will not will result in a substantial variation from the requirements of the 
Ordinance. 

2. The variance will not result in increased population density. 
3. The variance will not adversely affect the government services or the character of the 

district. 
4. The proposed addition is in harmony with the masonry construction of the predominant 

type of surrounding residences in the district. 
 

The variance will result in substantial justice being done because: 
 

1. The hardship suffered if a variance is not granted would be significant. 
2. The property in question is unusual in its size and configuration thus making it truly unique. 

There are no other viable alternatives that would obviate the hardship. 
3. The hardship was not self-created. 

 
The proposed variance will not substantially interfere with or injure the rights of persons whose 
property is affected by the proposed variance. 
 
Approval of this variance is subject to the following conditions: 

 
1. The new building additions to be clad in siding and/or brick veneer and will be of the 

same style as the existing house. 
2. The landscape plan as submitted will be incorporated in the final project. 
3. Contractor (s) parking will be limited to the existing driveway or on Moran/Kercheval as 

to not block the existing cul de sac. 
4. Building materials for the eastside elevation will be coordinated with the adjacent 

neighbor.  
 

The Board of Zoning appeals hereby grants the foregoing variance without prejudice or precedence 
in any future or similar appeals. 



 
VOTE: YES: Theros, Farquhar, Gillooly, Konrad-Wilberding, Ricci, Sroka and Wood. NO: None. 
ABSENT: None. Motion carried. 

Sroka motioned, Wood seconded to adjourn the Board of Zoning Appeals and reconvene as 
the City Council. Motion carried. 

Council held a Public Hearing to consider an Ordinance designating regulated flood prone hazard 
areas. 

Director of Public Services Matthew Baka gave a brief presentation regarding the proposed 
ordinance designating regulated flood prone hazard areas. 

Mayor Theros asked for public comment at 7:40 p.m. and none was heard. 

Wood motioned, Gillooly seconded to adopt, as proposed, Ordinance 396 designating regulated 
flood prone hazard areas in the City of Grosse Pointe Farms. Motion Carried. 

Council considered a request from the Director of Finance and Operations regarding the 
assignment of June 30, 2021 fund balance. 

Director of Finance and Operations Debra Peck-Lichtenberg gave a brief presentation regarding the 
request to assign June 3021 fund balance. 

Wood, who serves as Chair of the Budget and Audit Committee, stated that this is a financially 
conservative method of managing funds to be used in the future. This action is compliant with the 
City’s fund balance policy. 

Motion by Wood, second by Sroka to approve the assignment of an additional $770,000 of the June 
30, 2021 General Fund balance for the following purposes: 

• Transfer to Healthcare Retention Fund for estimated insurance claims incurred but not yet 
reported at year‐end $250,000 

• Future funding of Post‐Retirement Benefits, Insurance Reserves and Capital Project 
Expenditures $520,000 

Furthermore, a subsequent budget amendment or other action of City Council will be required 
before these funds may be expended. Motion carried. 

Council considered the Consent Agenda. 

a. Consideration of a request from the Director of Finance and Operations to approve 
September 2021 invoices. 
 

Ricci motioned, Farquhar seconded to approve the Consent Agenda. Motion carried.  

Council received the September 2021 Public Safety Report. 

Administration and Council discussed the following under other business. 

City Manager Reeside stated that the City has received a letter of interest from Lisa Vallee-Smith 
expressing her willingness and desire to serve on the Communication Committee. 

Konrad-Wilberding motioned, Sroka seconded to appoint Lisa Vallee-Smith to serve on the 
Communication Committee. Motion carried. 

City Manager Reeside stated that State Representative Joe Tate had secured $750,000 for a study to 
repair and replace Wayne County’s Lake Shore Road Seawall. Additionally, he has secured an 
additional $14,500,000 in funding to help repair and replace Wayne County’s Lake Shore Road 
Seawall and $200,000 to implement the Mack Avenue study.  

City Manager Reeside stated that the City’s reimbursement request to FEMA has been denied along 
with all of the other effected jurisdictions. Governor Whitmer will appeal the decision. 

City Manager stated that the City is working with Great Lakes Water Authority apply for funding to 
remove storm water from the sewer system. 



City Manager Stated that the City’s application to receive MDOT funding for Fisher Road has been 
denied due to competition from other jurisdictions state-wide. 

Public Services Director Baka provided an update on the Kerby Road Construction project. 

Mayor Theros stated he is continuing his effort to have the unnecessary signs removed from Lake 
Shore Road by Wayne County. 

Sroka stated that October 11th is Indigenous Peoples Day. 

Farquhar said farewell to Administration and City Council since this was his last Council Meeting.  

Andy Dervan, 306 Fisher Road stated that he is disappointed that the Fisher Road MDOT Grant 
was denied. 

Charles Berschback, 255 Ridgemont Road thanked Councilmember Farquhar for his service to the 
community. 

Joe Girardi, 336 Belanger stated that the intersection of Williams and Belanger is in poor condition. 

Wood motioned, Gillooly seconded to go into Closed Session and not return to open session to 
discuss personnel matters and the purchase or lease of real estate. Motion carried unanimously. 

Mayor Theros adjourned the October 11, Regular City Council Meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

X
Derrick Kozicki
Assistant City Manager and City Clerk

 

X
Louis Theros
Mayor

 


